
 

 

Budapest Å Tatranska Lomnica 

Krakow Å Olomouc Å Prague 

Å I.V.V. certified walks 

Å High Tatras Mountains 

Å Dunajec river trip 

Å Koliba lunch               

Å Mt. Kasprowy excursion 

Å Krakow Main Square 

Å Auschwitz  

Å Salt Mine dinner 

Å Holy Trinity Column 

Å Hradcany Castle  

Å Golden Lane 

Å Charles Bridge 



Saturday, May 1, 2010 Å Departure  
Our journey begins as we board our international flight 

bound for Budapest, Hungary. 
 

Sunday, May 2, 2010 Å Budapest  
Upon arrival at the Budapest airport, we meet our tour 

director and motor coach and transfer into the city. Our 

tour director provides an orientation to the city and some 

of its history and landmarks on our drive to the hotel. We 

have the rest of the day to relax from our long journey. 

Tonight we enjoy a welcome dinner. D  
 

Monday, May 3, 2010 Å Budapest  
This morning we embark on a locally guided tour of the 

twin cities of Buda and Pest, including a panoramic view 

of the cities and the Danube from Mount Gellert . In 

Buda, we see many of the symbols of this city: Castle 

Palace, Fisherman's Bastion, a monumental structure of 

columns and arches built on the ruins of an ancient for-

tress, and the l3th century St. Matthias Church. After 

crossing the Chain Bridge into Pest, we can visit the 

beautiful Romantic style squares, St. Stephen's Basilica 

and the wonderfully ornate Parliment. Dinner is on our 

own this evening. [Possibility of a walk this afternoon] B 
 

Tuesday, May 4, 2010 Å Budapest 

A morning excursion introduces us to two unique vil-

lages. We first drive to Szentendre, an artisan commu-

nity with a lively Mediterranean atmosphere. If we are 

fortunate, we may have the opportunity to see some of 

the local workers practicing their crafts. Later we drive to 

Ocsa, an ancient village located in a landscape protection 

area outside of Budapest. Here, we visit old peasant 

houses, the beautiful ancient church and the vineyards of 

this territory where a row of wine cellars keeps the mem-

ory of peasant architecture. We stop at one to enjoy a 

tasting and the warm hospitality of the owners. This eve-

ning we have dinner at a "favorite" restaurant in Budapest 

[Possibility of a walk this afternoon] B/D 
 

Wednesday, May 5, 2010  

Tatranska Lomnica, Slovakia  
We depart Budapest and drive northward into the Slovak 

Republic. Our destination is Tatranska Lomnica, situ-

ated at the base of the majestic Tatra Mountains. En 

route we stop in Banská Bystrica, where we take some 

time to explore the picturesque old town center of this 

charming city. It was settled in the 13th century by Ger-

man colonists to extract and refine silver and copper 

from the area's rich veins. B/D  

Thursday, May 6, 2010 Å Tatranska Lomnica 
A special treat awaits us today, as we explore the un-

spoiled area of the High Tatras and enjoy rafting  on the 

Dunajec River, which forms the border between Poland 

and Slovakia. We participate in a I.V.V. approved walk 

along the river Dunajec. Following our walk we enjoy 

lunch in a typical Koliba (café) accompanied by tradi-

tional music. We spend the rest of the day relaxing in 

this lovely area. B/L/D  
 

Friday, May 7, 2010 Å Krakow, Poland  
We cross into Poland this morning, but we remain 

within the Tatras mountain range. We arrive in Za-

kopane, Polandôs main mountain resort. Our day in-

cludes a cable car ride to one of the most beautiful 

mountain peaks in the Tatras, Mt. Kasprowy . The view 

on a clear day is breathtaking! We also have enough 

time to stroll down Zakopaneôs Krupowki Street and 

enjoy the attractive wood architecture. Following our 

visit, we continue on to Krakow, a UNESCO World 

Heritage Site. [Possibility of a walk this afternoon] B/D 
 

Saturday, May 8, 2010 Å Krakow  
This morning begins with a Krakow city tour high-

lighted by the medieval city center with the largest 

square in Europe ï the Main Town Square. Our tour 

includes the Jagiellonian University founded in 1364 

and several fascinating churches as we stroll through the 

most interesting streets in Krakow. Our morning in-

cludes a tour of the legendary Wawel Castle with the 

Royal Apartments, the Cathedral, and the Belfry . Din-

ner is on our own this evening. [Possibility of a walk 

today] B  
 

Sunday, May 9, 2010 Å Krakow  
An excursion this morning takes us to Oswiecim, a 

small Silesian town, notorious worldwide under its Ger-

man name, Auschwitz. Here we experience one of the 

darkest periods in the history of the 20th century. Three 

former Nazi death camps are located on the outskirts of 

town. These are now the sites of an impressive Holo-

caust Memorial. We visit Auschwitz I as well as Birke-

nau, the second and less frequently visited extermina-

tion camp. Tonight we visit the Wieliczka Salt Mines 

with their medieval galleries and halls carved out of 

rock and salt deposits. We have dinner tonight 100 me-

ters underground in the salt mine restaurant! [Possibility 

of a walk this afternoon] B/D 

 

 



Abbreviations for included meals:   

B = Breakfast   L = Lunch   D = Dinner 
Any supplemental charges for in flight meals 

are not included in the tour cost.  

BVE10     

Monday, May 10, 2010 Å Olomouc  
A full morning drive takes us into Moravia , the eastern 

region of the Czech Republic and a scenic region of fer-

tile plains and hills. Our destination is the city of Olo-

mouc. Once the capital of Moravia, Olomouc is a lovely 

city that had strong ties to the Austrian Hapsburg emper-

ors, who appreciated the loyalty of the town when other 

areas threatened to break away from the empire during 

the 19th century. The monumental Holy Trinity Column 

on the Upper Square is listed as a UNESCO World 

Heritage Site. Following a locally guided tour of the 

city, we have the rest of the day to relax and enjoy this 

city and its attractive surroundings. Dinner is on our own 

this evening. [Possibility of a walk this afternoon] B 
 

Tuesday, May 11, 2010 Å Prague  
We enter the Czech Republicôs western region, Bohe-

mia, and arrive in Kutna Hora after another full morn-

ing drive. The city is also on the UNESCO World Heri-

tage list (there are a total of 5 of these sites in the Czech 

Republic). During the Middle Ages, silver mining made 

Kutna Hora the richest town in Bohemia. That wealth is 

still reflected in the townôs architecture. We take a lo-

cally guided tour which includes the macabre ñBone 

Church,ò the interior of which is made up of human 

bones dating back to the Thirty Yearsô War (1618-

1648). Following our visit we continue on to ñGoldenò 

Prague, the capital of the Czech Republic and a third 

UNESCO World Heritage site. [Possibility of a walk 

this afternoon] B/D  
 

Wednesday, May 12, 2010 Å Prague  
This morning a walking tour acquaints us with Prague, 

the ñcity of a hundred spires. The ancient city, which 

survived World War II intact, has also been referred to 

as ña symphony in stoneò and is one of Europeôs favor-

ite destinations. Our tour includes the Hradcany Castle 

and its ñGolden Lane,ò the Charles Bridge, and the Old 

Town Square. Our afternoon is free to pursue individ-

ual interests. A farewell dinner tonight is at a local res-

taurant. B/D 
 

Thursday, May 13, 2010 Å Return 

Our Volkssporting adventure ends this morning as we 

transfer to the Prague airport and board our homebound 

flight. B  

Tour Price: $ 3,139* per person 
Includes estimated roundtrip airfare from Chicago  

(price to be adjusted when air is confirmed) 
*Price is based on a minimum of 20 participants, double occupancy 

Single Supplement: $400  
 

Your tour includes: 
Å Estimated round trip airfare from Chicago including taxes 

and surcharges  
Å Land transportation via private, deluxe air-conditioned mo-

tor coach 
Å Accommodations (double-occupancy) in superior tourist and 

moderate first class hotels 
Å Meals as indicated in itinerary 
Å Services of a professional tour director throughout tour 
Å Local step-on guides for city tours and major attractions 
Å Admission to all activities listed on the itinerary 
Å Six I.V.V. certified walks  
Å Luggage handling: one piece per person at hotels 
Å Luggage tags, luggage strap, name badge, and trip journal  
Å All taxes and tips for services provided except as indicated 

below 
 

Your tour does not include:  
Å Meals not indicated on itinerary 
Å Beverages, except with breakfast  
Å End of tour gratuity for tour director and coach driver 
Å Items of a personal nature such as passport fees 
  (Passport must be valid for six months beyond return date.) 
Å Optional insurance for health, cancellation and baggage 
   (This insurance is available and highly recommended.) 
 

Payment Schedule: 
A deposit of $500 per person is due with registrations. Final 
payment is due March 1, 2010. Invoices will be sent out prior 
to final payment. Generally airlines do not increase the price of 
a ticket after it has been contracted. However, prior to the issu-
ance of a ticket, airlines may impose fuel, tax, or security sur-
charges. In the event a surcharge is imposed after Ed-Ventures 
has received a final payment, Ed-Ventures will send an addi-
tional invoice for the surcharge amount. 
 

Currency:  
Currency exchange rates fluctuate constantly. In the event of a 
significant drop in the value of the dollar, Ed-Ventures reserves 
the right to add a currency surcharge to the price of the tour. 
 

Cancellation Policy: 
All cancellations must be in writing and the date of postmark 
will determine the amount of refund due. Refunds are based on 
the number of days prior to the departure date. From the time 
of deposit to January 1, 2010, any lost airfare deposits will be 
assessed. From January 2-February 2, 2010, a $150 per person 
penalty plus any nonrefundable deposit to ground suppliers as 
well as penalties imposed by the airlines (if applicable) will be 
assessed. From February 3-April 15, 2010, a $300 per person 
penalty plus any nonrefundable deposit to ground suppliers as 
well as penalties imposed by the airlines (if applicable) will be 
assessed. Anyone cancelling after April 15, 2010 will receive 
no refund. 
 

We offer low-cost trip cancellation and medical insurance.  

We strongly urge you to consider this protection. 



Terms and Conditions 

We reserve the right to cancel this trip due to lack of subscription. In the event of cancella-

tion of the trip in its entirety, a full refund of all deposits will be made to passengers    

enrolled at the time of cancellation. Tour price is based on the value of the dollar and the 

cost of airfare and is subject to change without notice. Extensions are usually available, 

but must be requested when booking the tour. Any changes in airfare booking may result 

in a processing fee. It may be possible, that due to unforeseen events, conditions, or 

changes in airline schedules, the land portion of the trip may be extended or shortened. 

Any savings realized by such occurrences will be refunded, however any extra expenses 

incurred must be borne by the client. Trip cancellation insurance is available. This low-

cost protection can save you money if you are forced to cancel or alter your trip for a 

medical reason only. You will be mailed trip cancellation insurance information with the 

brochure or upon receipt of your deposit. 
 

Responsibility: Ed-Ventures, Inc., their officers and employees, tour hosts, or any other 

persons or vendors connected with the tour shall not under any circumstances be liable to 

the client under or by reason of this agreement directly or indirectly for any accidents, 

injury, delay, damage, or inconvenience caused to the client by negligence of others, by 

malfunctions of transportation systems or equipment, by acts of war, terrorism, or rebel-

lion, strikes, theft, itinerary changes, extreme weather conditions, or cancellations, and the 

client hereby releases the above mentioned corporation and persons from any and all such 

liability. The airline(s) concerned are not held responsible for any act, omission, or event 

during the time passengers are not on their planes or conveyances. The passenger's      

contract in use by the airlines concerned, when issued, shall constitute the sole contract 

between the airlines and the purchaser of this tour and/or passenger. Any and/or all     

transportation companies herein mentioned shall not have nor incur any responsibility to 

any traveler aside from their liability as common carriers. Air and land costs are subject to 

change without notice. Air transportation is via special, non refundable airfare. Any 

additional airfare assessments made by the airlines for any changes whatsoever shall 

be the responsibility of the client. Other rules may also apply. Services of any A.R.C. or 

I.A.T.A. carrier may be used in conjunction with this tour. If there is a change in air prices 

and/or currency exchange rates, we reserve the right to adjust prices. 
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